NORTHERN

GAUJA FORESTLAND

27 km

1 (long) day or 2-day route

Gauja Bridge next to Strenci

Spicu Bridge by Gauja River

Gauja Nature Trail - Kauci -
Olinas - Spicu Bridge

Mainly small forest roads and
trails, gravel road

#10 STRENCI - SPICU BRIDGE

STRENCI - SPICU BRIDGE, 27 km

Through the beautiful forests of Vidzeme

The beginning of the Forest Trail at this section coincides with the Gauja Nature
Trail, which runs along the very bank of the river. The Forest Trail crosses the A3 in
two places (before the turn to Seda and before Kaudi) (be careful!) and continues
along small forest roads, a sand-gravel quarry, then continues down a gravel road
at the turn to Olinas. After 3.5 km, turn right again and follow the route to Spicu
Bridge via small and remote forest roads where some of the most beautiful sights
of the Northern Gauja (“Ziemelgauja”) protected landscape area can be seen by the
so called Zema sala (Low Isle). A picnic area and a camp are located at the end of
this section, where the P24 crosses the Spicu Bridge.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

or use a GPXfile to avoid
getting lost on the route.
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A The A3 must be crossed in
two places after Strenci.
Make sure you are safe when
crossing the road! Swimming
in Gauja River can be
dangerous!

Medium moderate, if the sec-
tion is completed in two days,
hard, if completed in one day.
Strong hikers without heavy
backpacks will be able to
complete the distance in one
day. It is advisable to divide the
section into a two-day walk
with an overnight stay at the
rest area past Olinas (tent spots
only), located approximately in
the middle of this section.

@ There are no shops or caterers
between Strenci and Gaujiena
(3-5 day walk]! Be sure to
carefully follow the markings
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Seda town housing. A city built in the g| Pharmacy
FORESTS style of socialist urbanism and features In Strenci,
The Gauja Nature Trail in the territory of examples of Stalinist Classicism architec- GPS: 57.62721, 25.68439
Strendi is one of the best places to take in ture. GPS: 57.65041, 25.75078
the diversity and seasonal changes of the Seda Culture Centre. An exhibition on Public transport
forest. A multitude of cultural and histori- ;ZS:?:eger'tage tells the history of the There is regular bus service from Valmi-
cal objects of different times can be found ’ era and Valka to Strendi, the train runs
here as well. As autumn approaches, the +3_71 29436_275; GPS: 57.65045, 25.75454 twice a day. The closest stop to Gauja
forest attracts foragers, as it is one of the Olinas Spring. Bridge is lelicas, located on the P24 road-
best wild berry and mushroom spots in Vid- GPS: 57.62056, 25.79697 way, the bus runs 3-5 times a day on the
zeme. The forest also contains evidence of Hunting monuments. To the Russian Valka-Smiltene route.

Grand Duke Vladimir Alexandrovich and Route timetables: www.1188.lv

World War |, such as bullets, barbed wire, ’ ? >
opera singer Rihards Veide.

projectile chips and bunker sites. In this

. . GPS: 57.63481, 25.84149 Rest areas
section, the Forest Trail passes the North Kaku Giant Pine. Mav be the oldest aiant 1. By the swimmind spot in Strenti
Vidzeme Biosphere Reserve, which is the aku Glant Fine. May be the oldest gian - 0¥ [he swimming spot in Strenci,
p ! . pine tree in Latvia. ,Q A GPS: 57.62134, 25.69474
only and the largest nature conservation GPS: 57 42035, 25 89368 N
area of its kind in Latvia. Oak, elm and ash Y T 2. Picnicarea-1, ==
forests that are quite rare in Latvia grow SERVICES GPS: 57.61916, 25.70600
in the floodplains of the river near Zema 3. Picnic area - 2, No more than 3 fire-
sala (Low Isle) (by Gauja River near Spicu a Accommodations places. GPS: 57.62225, 25.71949
Bridge). 4. Picnic area - 3,
1. Guest House “Strenci”,
+371 20242829; GPS: 57.62660, 25.67453 OPS: 57.62672, 25.72638
2. Hostel “Cela viesnica”, f,’ BAGaGlgg n5e7x2;t;5p:r;(én7§jal0¢29on A3,
WORTH SEENIG! +371 20281058; GPS: 57.62690, 25.70106 = . s ) ’ 4" A
3. Ethnographic farmstead “lelicas”, 6. By Gauja past Olinas, <=
Wooden sculpture park. Sculptures made +371 29461673; GPS: 57.65790, 26.00147 GPS:57.62105, 25.88398
in honour of raftsmen, a profession which 7. By Gauja N A
used to be widespread in the region. . .P .57 7'\ 25 977
GPS: 57.62239, 25.68837 @ Catering GPS: 57.66756, 25. 4»00
Strendi Psych logical Hospital. Th 1. Café “Sanvik”, 8. By Spicu Bridge, &2 A
renci Fsychoneurologicat Hospltat. The +371 29178252; GPS: 57.62770, 25.68450 Camping with tents allowed.
architect A. Reinbergs also designed the o - GPS: 57 67265. 25.99651
building of the Latvian National Theatre. 2-3???94'{;}';;2;‘ C?Iggl557'62800 25 70060 U T
The hospital water tower-chimney is one + ; : » £9.
of the most unusual engineering struc- 3. Café “Kauci”, TOURIST INFORMATION:
tures in the Baltic States. +371 29413873; GPS: 57.62969, 25.74229 ﬂ Stren¢i Municipality TIC,
GPS: 57.62789, 25.70115 Strendi, Rigas street 7,
Gauja Bridge next to Strenéi. Second old- Shops www.strencunovads.lv
est multi-span reinforced concrete bridge Shop In Strenéi - 1, +371 64715667, GPS: 57.62723, 25.68481
in Latvia. GPS: 57.61873, 25.70128 GPS: 57.62770, 25.68450
: . Valka TIB, Valka, Rigas street 22
Dravas (Hive) Oak Tree. The trunk of the Shop In Strenci - 2, ﬂ L ' 9 ¢
oak tree is adapted for use in beekeeping. GPS: 57.62708. 25.68873 www.visit.valka.lv/en, +371 64725522 or

OPS: 57 61962, 25 70629 +371 26446602; GPS: 57.77427, 26.01927
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